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" 'jnHE andeni custom ofihi Church was a/ier they had 

baptized^ to add thereunto imposition of hands with 

effectual prayer for the illumination of God's most Holy 

Spirit to confirm and perfect that which the grace of the 

same Spirit had already begun in Baptism.** 

Hooker. 
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JQRAW, Holy Ghost, Thy sevenfold veil 

Between tts and the fires of youth; 
Breathe, HOLY GHOST, Thjt freshening gale. 
Our fevered ^raw in age fo soothe. 

The Christian Year. 



I. 



or ilagmg an al Ipanbs upon t^ode l^at are JJaptt^tb 
anb comt to gearn af ^ismtxon. 



II. 

^ i/]^<?« /A^ rf/y appointedi all 
that are to he then, con- 
j^mtedy being piacedy and 
standing ifLordeTy before the 
Bishop; he {or sotne other 
Minister appointed by him) 
shall read this Pri/ace fol- 
lowing. 

TO the end that Con- 
firmation may be 
ministered to the more 
edifying of such as. shall 
receive it, the Church 
hath thought good to 
order, That none here- 
after shall be Confirmed, 



H^ 



but such asv can. say the 
Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Tea Conmiand- 
ments \, and can also an- 
swer to such other Ques- 
tions, 2& in the short 
Catechism are contained : 
which order is very con- 
venient to be observed; 
to the end, that children, 
being now come to thj 
years of discretion, and 
having learned what their 
Godfathers and God- 
mothcBS promised for 
them in Baptism, they 
may themselve?*^ ^SjCxv' 
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Lord Tesus Christ, who body and soul ; through 
with thee and the Holy our Lord and Saviour 



Ghost liveth and reigneth, 
ever one God, worl4 with- 
out end. Amen, 

O ALMIGHTY Lord, 
and everlasting God, 
vouchsafe, we beseech 
thee, to direct, sanctify, 
and govern, both our 
hearts and bodies, in the 
ways of thy laws, and in 
the works of thy com- 
mandments; that, through 
thy most mighty protec- 
tion both here and ever, 
we may be preserved in 



Jesus Christ. Amen. 

1[ Tkm the BiMhopshMHiu 
them, taying ikms, 

THE Blessing of God 
ATmi^ty; tfie Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be upon you, 
and remain with you for 
ever. Amen, 

^ And there shall none he ad' 
tnitted to the holy Commu- 
nion^ until such time as he 
be confir^ned^ or be ready 
and desirous to be confirm^ 
ed. 
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'THERE is a hid— five loavts hath h*. 
And fishes twain: — but what are they^ 
Where hungry thousands he t 
Nqty^ Christ will find a ^uiqy. 

In order on the fresh green kill 

The mighty Shepherd ranks His Sheep 
By tens and fifties, still 
As clouds ^nihen 'feezes sle^p^ 

Oh who can tell the trembling yoy^ 
Who paint the grave endearing >leioh. 
When 'from that favoured •■be^ 
The wondrous pledge He took f 

Keep thou, dear child, thine early word: 
Bring Him thy beit: who knows but He 
For His eternal board 

May take some gift of thee f 

Lyra Innocentium. 
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CHAPTER L 
THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 

IBIje tZTille* 

What mean ye by this service? 

Ex. xii. 26. 




|0U have come to me desiring to be 
Confirmed, and therefore it is neces- 
sary that I should try to explain to 
you what Confirmation is, and enable 
you to understand the solemn Service ap- 
pointed by the Church of England for the 
administration of this holy Rite. 

2. Now, on turning to the Order of Con- 
firmation contained in the Prayer-Book and 
here reprinted, you notice that Confirmation 
has another name. It is called Confirmation, 
or the Laying on of Hands upon those that 
are baptized and come to years of discretion. 
Indeed, the word Confirmation, as the name 
of a separate ordinance, does not occur in the 
Bible, but we often read there oi Lading: oYt oj 
Hands, 
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t^^h-^'"? ^"^ Manasseh 

Setter'; tt" --V^ '"^ 
sin-offend'- t„'" ^'•°" 

the Peoplar HE urS™*u 

fKo*. ^ ^''^> and it wa 

that one should be ^^ 

HANDS UWN il'!,"^ ^"' 



In HI,, 
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I.] ne Title, 17 

He was much displeased, and not only 
said Suffer the little children to come 
unto Me, but also took them up in His 
arms, put His hands upon them, 
and blessed them (Markx. 13 — 16). 

(2) When He was on one occasion at Ca- 
pernaum, and the sun was setting, all 
they that had any sick with divers 
diseases brought them, unto Him; and 
He LAID His hands on every one of 
them, and healed them (Luke iv. 40), 

(3) When on another occasion a blind 
man was brought to Him, He took him 
by the hand, and led him out of the 
town, and when He had spit on his 
eyes. He put His hands upon him, 
and gradually he was restored, and 
saw every man clearly (Mark viii. 
22 — 25). 

5. Moreover, what our Lord did, we find 
that His Apostles did also.. Thus you read 
that— 

(i) When the seven deacons were selected 
and had been presented to the Apostles, 
they offered up prayer, and then laid 
their hands upon them (Acts vi. 6). 

(2) When the Apostles at Jerusalem had 
heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they sent thither Peter 
and John, who, on their arrival, offered 
up prayer for them, that they m\s^ 
receive the Holy GVvosx., 2ci\^^Ctve.^tHe>> 

laid their HAW>S O^ '^^^VS., attA 



**a,u appeared to him on the 
nias was sent to him, and he 

HIS HANDS ON HIM, said 

Satil^ tJic Lord hath sent ?ne 
jnightest receive thy sight.. u 
ceived sight forthwith^ and c 
was baptized (Acts ix. 17, 18) 

(4) When on one occasion St Pai 
Ephesus, and found twelve 
who had been baptized unt( 
baptism, he caused them to be 1 
in the name of the Lord Jes 

then LAID HIS HANDS UPON tk 

the Holy Ghost came on them (/ 

1-7). 

(5) When the father of Pubhus, the 

nor of the island of Malta, lay 
a fever, Paul entered in, and 
and LAib his hands on h 
healed him (Acts 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 

C|)e preface* 

Not laying again the foundation of repentance front 
dead works^ ofjaith toward God, of the doctrine 
of Baptism , and of Laying on of Hands. 

Heb. VI. I, 2. 




HEN St Paul, as we read in the pas- 
sage quoted above, laid his hands on 
the twelve disciples at Ephesus, and 
the Holy Ghost came on them, we are 
told that they spake with tongues and pro- 
phesied (Acts xix. 6). 

2. This was one of the extraordinary gifts, 
which God was pleased to bestow in great 
abundance on the early Church at its first 
planting. These gifts were of different kinds. 
St Paul mentions in the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, the gifts of healing, of working 
miracles, of prophecy, of discerning of spirits^ 
of divers kinds of tongues^ of tfic intcr-^YetaUox 
of tongues (i Cor, x\\. io\ 
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3. But even in those days they were not 
bestowed on all alike. All were not workers 
of miracles ; all had not the gift of healing; all 
did not speak with tongues; all did not inter^ 
pret; and when the occasion for their bestowal 
passed away, they were gradually withdrawn. 

4. But as the wind^ to which the operations 
of the Blessed Spirit are compared Qohn iii. 8), 
sometimes blows with a rushing mightyXhcXs 
ii. 2) force, and sometimes breathes with the 
softness of the zephyr, even so the Holy Ghost 
did not always manifest His Presence by these 
marvellous, startling, gifts. 

5. Besides these there were always more 
excellent (i Cor. xii. 31), though less striking, 
gifts. Such were love^joy^ peace ^ longsufferingy 
gentleness^ goodness^ faith^ meekness, temper- 
ance (Gal. v. 22, 23). In these ordinary gifts 
the Apostles continually exhorted their converts 
to increase and abound (i Thess. iii. 12), and 
as they are ever needed, so the Holy Ghost 
was and is ever ready to bestow them. 

6. In the Apostolic age, therefore, the use 
of Laying on of Hands was always retained, 
and at the time when the Epistle to the He- 
brews was written, i.e. about a.d. 68 or 70, we 
find it specified as one of the first principles of 

/ Ahf /^/?^/rine 0/ Christ, and mentioned in con- 
4,- , 
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• 

nection with the doctrine of Repentance^ of 
Faithy of Baptisms^ of the Resurrection of the 
Dead, and of Eternal Judgment (Heb. vi, i, 2). 

7. From this time forward the observance 
of the Rite became universal in the Church, 
and is alluded to by many of the early Fathers 
and most of the chief writers of the fourth and 
fifth centuries. At first Imposition of Hands 
followed immediately after Baptism, so as 
almost to appear a part of it, or a seal of the 
grace conferred therein. This practice con- 
tinued for some time in the Church, and after 
the second and third centuries, it became usual 
to administer the Rite, whether in the case of 
an infant or an adult, with four distinct cere- 
monies, (i) Imposition of hands, (2) Prayer, 
(3) Unction with holy oil, and (4) Signing with 
the sign of the Cross. 

8. At first it was usual to baptize pnly in 
the Cathedrals of various. Dioceses, and only 
on the greater Festivals, such as Epiphany, 
Easter^ or Pentecost, when the Bishop was 
himself present. In the course of time, how- 
ever, as the Christian Faith spread more and 
more, priests and deacons began to baptize in 
other places than the Cathedrals, and at other 
times than the great Festivals. 

9. It became necessary , \\vet ^lot^^ \5i -^S^o^"^ 
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one of two courses, either (i) to give every 
Priest the power of Confirming, in which case 
Baptism and Confirmation would still remain 
associated, or (2) to defer Confirmation till 
such time as the Bishop could be present 
The former is the course adopted by the 
Eastern Churches, while the Western Churches 
have adopted the latter. 

10. As one of the Western Churches, and 
possessing power to " decree Rites and Cere- 
monies," the Church of England defers 
Confirmation till such time as it can be ad- 
ministered by a Bishop, and of the four cere- 
monies that once accompanied it, has retained 
( I ) Imposition of Hands and (2) Prayer. Hence 
the Order of Confirmation is called tJie Laying 
on of Hands upon those that are baptized and 
come to years of discretion^ and with a view to 
the more edifying of such as shall receive it, 
the Church of England has ordered " that none 
hereafter shall be confirmed, but such as can 
say the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments ; and can also answer to such 
other Questions, as in the short Catechism are 
contained." 



CHAPTER III. 

THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 

tS^e Solemn ^^uestfon* 

Ye stand this day all of you before the Lord your God 

that thou shouldest enter into covenant with 

the Lord thy God, 

DeUT. XXIX. 10, 12. 




ITHERTO I have been speaking of 
the meaning and origin of Confirma- 
tion generally. I must now speak of 
it with more special reference to your- 
selves, as candidates for this holy Rite. 

2. The Church of England, you notice, 
reserves it for "such as have been baptized 
and have come to years of discretion." This 
is the period of life to which you have arrived. 
You have passed beyond mere childhood. You 
are, and have been for some time, able to 
"discern" or "distinguish" between right and 
wrong, and to know what \s ^ox^x ^>\N?i x-cw&rt^ss^ 
God and your neig\vbo\]LT. 
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3. Moreover you have learnt in the Cate- 
chism that^ when you were admitted into the 
Church by Baptism, God of His infinite mercy 
conferred upon you three inestimable privileges. 
You were made (i) Members of Christ (i Cor. 
xii. 13; Col. i. 18), (2) Children of God (GaL 
iv. 4 — 7), and (3) Inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven (Rom. viii. 17). Moreover your Lord 
and Saviour, to Whom you were then dedicat- 
ed, signed and sealed to you three great and ex- 
ceeding precious promises, (i) the Forgiveness 
of your sins (Acts ii. 38), (2) the Assistance of 
the Holy Spirit {kcXs ii. 38), and (3) in the end, 
if not forfeited. Everlasting Life (Mk. xvi. 16). 

4. But after this promise made you by 
your Lord and Master, "which promise He 
for His part will most surely keep and per- 
form," your Godfathers and Godmothers also 
promised on your part a Vow, (i) Of Renun- 
ciation^ (2) ofFaithy and (3) of Obedience, 

5. This Triple Vow is binding upon you at 
this moment, and has been ever since your 
Baptism. You have owned this again and 
again. What has been your reply to the 
question in the Catechism, Dost thou not think 
thou art bound to believe and to do as thy God- 
fathers and Godmothers have promised for 

/ /^^.^ Has not your answer been Ves^ verily I 
^ 1 
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do think so^ and by God*s help so I will? 
Every time, then, you have made this answer, 
you have expressed your conviction that you 
are bound to keep " the solemn vow, promise, 
and profession" made for you at your Bap- 
tism. 

6. But now, what you have already ac- 
knowledged privately to your Parents or at 
school to your Masters, you have an oppor- 
tunity of acknowledging openly before the 
Church. You are invited publicly to "ratify 

^ and confirm" your Baptismal Vow in your own 
persons, and to promise that by the grace of 
God you will evermore "endeavour yourselves" 
faithfully to observe and keep it. 

7. Here, then, you have the first object of 
Confirmation. On your part you come to 
Confirm your Baptismal Vows. The Bishop 
will stand up and put to you this solemn and 
searching question : 

"Z?^ ye herey in the presence of God, and of 
this congregation, renew the solemn promise 
and vow that was made in your name at your 
Baptism; ratifying and confirming the same in 
your own persons, and acknowledging your- 
selves bound to believe, and to do, all those 
things, which your Godfathers and Godmothers 
then undertook for you f^ 
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8. This is the solemn Question he will put 
to you, and to it you will be. required to 
answer audibly, so that all present may hear 
you, 

I DO. 



CHAPTER IV. 
THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION. 

Better is it that thou shouldest not voWy than that thou 
shouldest vow and not pay, 

ECCLES. V. 4, 5. 




DO. This is the answer you will 
make in the presence of God, and of 
His Church. They are short and 
simple words, but how much they 
involve! Is it your heart's desire to try really 
and truly to keep this vow? Or are you seeking 
to be confirmed merely because it is proper 
and the custom at your age.'^ No one can 
answer this. question but yourselves. No one 
can see into your heart but God, "to Whom 
all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from Whom no secrets are hid." 

2. I hope indeed the best of all of you ; but 
to all I would say, Pray that in this matter so 
solemn and so momentous you may be kept 
from levity and irrevetetvc^. >i!cv^\. ^o^ ^aac^^'^X 
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real and sincere. In Confirmation God out of 
His tender love offers you a season of special 
renewal. He gives you an opportunity of 
making a fresh start in the Christian life. 
Accept it as such ; hail it as an occasion which 
God offers you of publicly declaring yourselves 
on His side. 

3. And here let me ask you to think very 
seriously and prayerfully over the Vow of your 
Baptism, before you presume to take it openly 
upon yourselves, and acknowledge yourselves 
bound to keep it to your lives' end. 

4. Think first of your Vow of Renunciation, 
You acknowledge yourselves to be Christian 
soldiers, bound to fight manfully under Christ's 
banner. You acknowledge yourselves, there- 
fore, bound to contend earnestly against your 
Lord's great Enemy, the Devil, and all his 
works, such as pride (i Tim. iii. 6), lying 
(John viii. 44), deceit (Acts v. i — ^4), hatred 
(i John iii. 1 1 — 15), envy (i John iii. 12), tempt- 
ing others to sin (Matt, xviii. 6). 

5. You acknowledge yourselves bound to 
renounce the pomps and vanity of this wicked 
world, its vain outward show (2 Cor. iv. 18), 
its fleeting, temporal glory, its selfish plea- 
sures, its low maxims and principles of con- 
duct 
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IV.] The Answer, 29 

6. You acknowledge yourselves bound to 
renounce the sinful lusts of the flesh, that is, 
those natural appetites and passions, which 
you have in common with the beasts that 
perish ; to renounce, therefore, all sloth (Prov. 
xix. 15; vi. 6 — 11), gluttony (Prov. xxiii. 2), 
and drunkenness (i Pet. iv. 3; i Cor. vi, 10), 
and to shun, as you would poison, all impure 
actions, impure words, and impure thoughts, 
which ruin the soul (Rom. vi. 12 ; i Cor. vL 
i3;Eph. V. 3—5). 

7. Think, secondly, of your Vow of Faith, 
What is Faith? It is confidence in the unseen 
(Heb. xi. i). It is the firm assurance that 
persons exist, and that things are true, though 
you cannot apprehend them with the bodily 
senses. In lower forms we act on the principle 
of Faith every day of our lives; when, e»g, 
we commit the seed to the ground, or entrust 
ourselves to the care of a physician, or 
expect the spring will be succeeded by sum- 
mer, and summer by winter, or accept his- 
torical facts. Christian Faith, which differs 
only in its Object from faith in natural life, 
is the firm persuasion of the existence and 
character of God (Heb. xi. 6), as made known 
to us in the Gospel of His Son, and attested 
by God Himself. 
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8. The Articles of the Christian Faith are 
set forth, as you are well aware, in the Afostle^ 
Creed, from which you chiefly learn to believe 
in God the Father, Who made you and all the 
world ; in God the Son, Who redeemed you and 
all mankind; in God the Holy Ghost, Who 
sanctifieth you and all the' elect people of God, 
that is all members of the Christian Church. 

9. This summary of the Faith you acknow- 
ledge yourselves bound to believe, because it 
"may be proved by most certain warrants of 
Holy Scripture." But when you say that you 
are bound to believe this, you mean far more 
than that you are merely bound to give it the 
bare assent of your mind and understanding. 
You mean that you are bound to shew forth 
your faith in your life and conversation, other- 
wise your faith will not profit you (Jas. ii. 
14 — 26). 

10. Think therefore, thirdly, of your Vow 
of Obedience, You acknowledge yourselves 
bound to keep the holy will and command- 
ments of that God, in Whom you profess to 
believe, and to walk in the same all the days of 
your life. You acknowledge yourselves, there- 
fore, bound to endeavour to the utmost of your 
power to do your Duty (i) towards God and 
(2) /^2£/ards yoi4r neighbour. 



^ 
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11. In respect to your Duty towards God, 
you acknowledge yourselves bound to believe 
in Him and trust His providential care of you 
(i Pet. V. 7; Phil. iv. 6); to fear Him as a 
Being of infinite power, knowledge, and holi- 
ness ; to love Him for all His goodness and 
daily mercies ; to worship Him, to call upon 
Him, to honour His Holy Name and His 
Word, and by consecrating His Day to serve 
Him truly all the days of your life (Jn. iv. 23, 
24; Mtt. vii. 7 ; Rom. xii. 12). 

12. In respect to your Duty towards your 
neighbour, you acknowledge yourselves bound 
to love him as yourselves, and to do to all men 
as you would they should do unto you (Matt, 
vii. 12); to love, honour, and succour your 
father and mother (Ex, xx. 12 ; Eph. vi. 2.), and, 
as parental authority is the type of all authority, 
to honour and obey the Queen, and all that 
are set over you ; to hurt nobody by word or 
deed (Mtt. v, 22 ; Eph. iv. 26, 31) ; to be sober, 
temperate, and chaste (Mtt, v. 27, 28 ; i Cor. 
vi. 18, 19) ; just, honest, and truthful (Col. iii. 
9; Eph. iv, 25); and, in a spirit of content- 
ment, to learn and labour truly to get your own 
living, and to do your duty in that state of life 
to which it shall please God to call you (Heb. 
xiii. 5 ; Phil, iv, 1 1). 
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13. All this is involved in your Baptismal 
Vow. All this you promise and undertake, 
when you say those short, simple, words^ 
I DO. 
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•CHAPTER V. 
THE ORX)ER OF CONFIRMATION. 

t![>\^t ^Lagtng on oC ^atiOvs* 

Come^ Holy Ghost ^ our souls inspire^ 
And lighten with celestial firey 
Thou the Anointing Spirit art. 
Who dost Thy sevenfold gifts imparts 




F all this is involved in this short 
Answer, you may well think who is 
sufficient for these things? None of 
you in your own strength. Unaided 
by a Higher Power none of you can keep any 
holy resolution, much less this lifelong Promise 
(Jn. XV. 5). 

2. But He, Who calls you to be His faithful 
soldier and servant. Who saith to you, My sotiy 
give Me thine heart (Prov. xxiii. 26}, He is no 
hard taskmaster. He is your heavenly Father. 
He loves you more than you can know or 
think. He calls you by this solemn ceremony 
•to CONFIRM openly your promise of faithful 
service. But He does uot \^^N^ ^csvi \.^ >i«aNix-\ 
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selves. He offers you freely the Grace and 
Strength, whereby you may be CONFIRMED, 
so as to be able to take the whole armour of 
God i^^, vi. II — 1 8) upon you, and bear up 
against the fiery darts of the Wicked One, and 
"play the man" in the battle of life. Let us 
see how this is illustrated in the Confirmation 
Service itself. 

3. Immediately, after you have uttered the 
solemn words I DO, the Bishop reminds you 
that your help^ your strength to keep this holy 
resolution, is in the Name of the Lord (Ps. 
cxxiv. 8), to which you will reply with the rest 
of the Congregation, Who hath made heaven 
and earth (Ps. cxxi. i, 2), and therefore can do 
all things, and prove Himself a strong Tower 
to all that trust in Him. 

4. Having thus reminded you whence all 
true strength comes, the Bishop will proceed. 
Blessed be the Name of the Lord (Ps. cxiii. 2), 
to which your response is. Henceforth world 
without end (Ps. cvi. 48). He then will put up 
a petition very appropriate to what is about to 
follow, Lord^ hear our prayer (Ps. cii. i), 
to which you will answer, And let our cry come 
unto Thee (Ps. cxxx. i, 2). 

5. After the alternate supplications con- 
tajned in these Versicles, the Bishop proceeds 
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to offer up a solemij prayer of Invocation, 
saying, Let us pray. The Collect, in which 
this Invocation is contained, is of gieat an- 
tiquity, and has been used in the Church of 
England for nearly twelve hundred years, and 
can be traced back to a still more distant 
period. 

6. In this Collect the Bishop prays that the 
Almighty and Everliving God, Who vouchsafed 
to regenerate you at your Baptism by Water 
and the Holy Ghost, and then signed and 
sealed to you the promise of the forgiveness of 
all your sins, will henceforth strengthen you 
with the Holy Ghost the Comforter, and daily 
increase in you His manifold gifts of grace. 
The gifts, which he prays the Anointing Spirit 
may bestow upon you, are sevenfold (Rev. i. 4 ; 
iv. 5), the Spirit of (i) Wisdom and (2) Under- 
standing; the Spirit of (3) Counsel and (4) 
Ghostly, i.e. Spiritual, Strength ; (5) the Spirit 
of Knowledge and (6) true Godliness ; and 
(7) the Spirit of holy Fear and Reverence to- 
ward God. 

7. You will find these blessed gifts enume- 
rated in the eleventh Chapter of the Book of 
the Prophet Isaiah. That great " Evangelical " 
Prophet, speaking as he was moved by the 
Holy Ghost, foretells in t\v\s e\v^"^\.e^ \^ia5L"CxNRSfc\ 



graces would in all their fulness i<est on Him, 

Who should come forth of -this stem ^qf J esse ^ 

ajid grow out of his roots as a Branch. This 

Branch was our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

At his Baptism in the river Jordan, He was 

anointed with the unction of the Spirit, Who 

descended in a bodily shape, as a Dove, and 

abode upon Him (Mtt iii. 16). 

8. Thus was He solemnly anointed to be 

our Saviour and Redeemer, our Prophet, Priest, 

and Xing. As such He now sittetrh at the right 

hand of God, clad in the vesture of our glorified 

humanity. He is the Head of His Body, the 

Church (£ph. i. 22, 23). You are the members 

of His Body. He is the Vine, you are the 

branches (Jn. xv. .x, 2). As, therefore, the 

sevenfold Spirit rested on Him, so the Bishop 

prays that He may rest on you, and impart to 

you the Spirit of Wisdom to choose what is 

good ; the Spirit of Understanding to know 

your duty ; the Spirit oi Counsel to guide you 

in all your doubts ; the Spirit of Ghostly 

Strength to enable you to resist all temptations 

to sin ; the Spirit of Knowledge or discerning 

between good and evil ; the spirit of Piety in all 

your actions ; the Spirit of the Fear of the Lord, 

and of Reverence towards Him in your whole 

, life and conversation. 
^ \j^ 
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9. After the solemn Prayer of Invocation 
you will be bidden to kneel before the Bishop, 
and he will lay his hand upon your head, and 
say " Defend^ O Lord, this Thy child with Thy 
heavenly grace^ that he may continue Thine for 
every and daily increase in Thy holy Spirit 
more and more, until he come unto Thy ever- 
lasting kingdom, Amen,^ 

10. While you kneel before the Bishop 
strive to be earnest, serious, and thoughtful. 
When he utters this solemn Prayer of Invoca- 
tion, say to yourself. Amen, So be it. Then 
when you return to your place kneel down, and 
in secret prayer beseech God your heavenly 
Father that He will enable you to perform all 
you have promised, and increase in you His 
manifold gifts, that you may so faithfully serve 
Him in this life, that you fail not finally to 
attain to His heavenly promises, through the 
merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 



I 



CHAPTER VI. 
THE ORDER OF CONFIRMATION, 

Thifie for ever ! God of Love ; 
Hear us from Thy throne above; 
Thine for ever may we be 
Here and in eternity. 




/ 



ND now we come to the third or con- 
cluding portion of the Sei-vice. You 
have in the sight of God and the 
assembled congregation ratified and 
confirmed your Baptismal vow, and the Bishop 
has confirmed you by the imposition of hands, 
and so certified you by that sign of God's 
favour and gracious goodness toward you. 

2. He now turns to those assembled saying. 
The Lord be with you, to which the response 
is And with thy spirit* Then, while all kneel 
down, he proceeds, Let us pray, and offers up 
the Lord's Prayer, and, as this part of the 
Office partakes of the nature of prayer rather 
than of praise, the Doxology, you observe, is 
not ndded. After i\ie Lord's Prayer follow two 
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Collects. Of these the first is a prayer for you 
and all who have just been confirmed with 
you, the second is a prayer for the general 
congregation. 

3. In the first Collect the Bishop offers in 
your behalf humble supplication to Almighty 
God, Who alone makes us both to will and to 
do those things that are good and acceptable 
unto His divine Majesty. He implores of Him 
for you a threefold blessing ; first^ that God's 
Fatherly Hand may ever be over you (Ezra 
viii. 22) ; secondly^ that His Spirit may ever be 
with you (Jn. xiv. 16); and thirdly, that He 
will so lead you in the knowledge and obedience 
of His Word (2 Tim. iii. 15), that in the end, 
when the waves of this troublesome world are 
passed, you may obtain everlasting life. 

4. After this solemn prayer that the good 
work begun in your Confirmation may be con- 
tinued throughout your whole life, the Bishop 
proceeds to offer up the second Collect, which, 
as I have said, is a Prayer for the general con- 
gregation, who have been the witnesses of your 
good confession (i Tim. vi. 13). In it he prays 
that God will vouchsafe to direct (Prov. iii. 6), 
sanctify, and govern their hearts and bodies in 
the ways of His laws and in the works of His 
commandments, so vYv^X. \N\xciw^ ^^^s» ^«srj^\^ 
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mighty protection both, here and ever, they 
may be preserved in body and soul (i Thess. v. 
23), through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

5. In this prayer I think, if you reflect, you 
will see reason to join with all your hearts. 
True, it is not so much for yourselves, as for 
those who will be present with you. But 
amongst those there will scarcely fail to be 
many, to whom you are bound by the nearest 
and dearest ties, father or mother, brother or 
sister. What higher blessing could you desire 
for those so nearly connected with you, than 
that they who have witnessed you making your 
good confession in the sight of God and of His 
Church, may be kept here and ever under the 
most mighty protection of your heavenly Fa- 
ther, and preserved unto His heavenly king- 
dom? 

6. And now the Service is all but ended. 
One thing alone remains for the Bishop to do, 
and that is, in accordance with the Rubric, to 
bestow upon you the Apostolic Benediction. 
This he stands up to do, and says. The blessi?ig 
of God Almighty^ the Father^ the Son, afid the 
Holy Ghost, be upon you, and remain with you 

for ever (2 Cor. xiii. .14). To which the 
response is AfPten, "So be it," and the solemn 
service of your Confirmation comes to a close. | 



APPENDIX. 
Pragerg zxCti l9d)otion9* 

WaUh ye and pray, 

S. Mk. xiv. 38. 

During the days of preparation for Confirmation 
you will do well to say SLOWLY a«^ thought- 
fully one or more of the following Collects^ in 
addition to your usual daily prayers. 



* 



I. 

orntng. 

I. 



ALMIGH'TY God, 
Xl. Father of all mer- 
cies, I Thine unworthy 
servant do give Thee 
most humble and hearty 
thanks for all Thy good- 
ness and lovingkindness 
to me ; I bless Thee for 
my creation, preserva- 
tion, and all the bless- 
ings of this life, but 
above all that Thou hast 
caused me to be born m 



a Christian land, and 
admitted into Thy holy 
Church,. and made Thy 
diild by adoption and 
grace. I thank thee 
also for the opportunity, 
which Thou dost now 
grant unto me of renew- 
ing the solemn vow, 
promise, and profession 
made for me. by my 
Godfathers and God- 
mothers at my Baptism 
iu' ray name. Assist me, 
I beseech Thee, with 
Thy grace to listen dili- 
gently to the instruction, 
which is tQ Y^«>$iax^ xs>fc 
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self to Thee. I acknow- 
ledge that of myself I 
can do nothing, but 
do Thou perfect Tl^r 
strength in my weak- 
ness, and grant that I 
may both, perceive and 
know what things I 
ought to do, and also 
may have grace and 
power faithfully to fulfil 
the same, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



O LORD Jesu Christ, 
Who when Thou 
wert twelve years old 
didst go up to Jerusa- 
lem with Thy parents 
after the custom of the 
feast to worship Thy 
heavenly Father, kindle 
in me at this time a true 
zeal for Thy glory, that 
I may consecrate my 
youth to Thy service, 
and make it the great 
business of my life to 
know and love and obey 
my heavenly Father, and 
evermore keep His com- 
mandments. Who livest 
and reignest, God, world 

} without end. Amen. 
^ : 



ALMIGHTY God, 
£\^ unto Whom all 
hearts be open, all de- 
sires known, and from 
Whom no secrets are 
hid^ cleanse, I beseech 
Thee, at this time the 
thoughts of my heart by 
the inspiration of Thy 
Holy Spirit, from all 
hypocrisy and deceit. 
Give me truth in the in- 
ward parts, and sincerity 
in all I do and say, that 
I may in reality and 
truth ratify and confirm 
my Baptismal Vow, and 
evermore strive to keep 
the same, and live ac- 
cording to Thy Holy 
Will and Command- 
ments, through Jesus 
Christ, Thine Only Son, 
our Lord. Amen. 

IL 

I. 

OLORD God, and 
heavenly Father, 
Who dost not despise 
the sighing of a contrite 
heart nor the desire of 
such as be sorrowful, 



App.] Prayers and Devotions. 



43 



grant unto me, I beseech 
Thee, true sorrow for the 
sins of my past life. I 
acknowledge before Thee 
that in m^uiy things I 
have come short The 
enemies of my soul have 
done me grievous hurt 
in the years that are past, 
and too often have I fal- 
len from Thee. Renew 
in me, most loving^ Fa- 
ther, whatever hath been 
decayed by the fraud 
and malice of the Devil 
or by my own carnal will 
and frailness. Bless un- 
to me this season of re- 
newal, which Thou hast 
granted me, and enable 
me to make a fresh start 
in my spiritual life. Give 
me grace to be Thy faith- 
ful soldier, that I may 
strive to fight the good 
fight of faith, and quench 
all the fiery darts of the 
Wicked One, and finally 
obtain the crown of ever- 
lasting life for the merits 
of Thy dearly beloved 
Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 



1. 



•f 



o 



LORD Jesu Christ, 
who in Thy tendex 



years here on earth didst 
daily increase in heaven- 
ly wisdom and in favour 
with God and man, bless 
me, I beseech thee, with 
wisdom from above, and 
grant me Thy Holy 
Spirit, that as I grow in 
age, I may daily grow in 
grace, and' in favour with 
God and man, and every 
day more and more live 
according to Thy divine 
Example, Who now livest 
and reignest with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghost, 
One God, world without 
end. Amen. 



O ALMIGHTY and 
merciful God, Who 
dost promise to give Thy 
Holy Spirit to them that 
ask it, fulfil, I beseech 
Thee, Thy gracious pro- 
mise to me; strengthen 
me at this time with the 
Holy Ghost and Com- 
forter, and daily increase 
in me Thy manifold gifts 
of grace ; the Spirit of 
counsel and understand- 
ing, the Spirit of wisdom 
and ghostly strength ; the 
Spirit of knowledge axxd. 
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me, O Lord, with the 
Spirit of Thy holy fear, 
now and for ever. Amen, 



III.. 

®tt i\t Pxnrmng of i^tm 
Confirmation. 

I. 

ALMIGHTY God, 
XjLWho hast promised 
to hear the petitions of 
them that ask in Thy 
Son's name; I beseech 
Thee mercifully to incline 
Thine ear to me that 
make now my prayers 
and supplications unto 
Thee ;. assist me this day 
with Thy gracious-favour, 
further me with Thy con- 
tinual help,- and enable 
me to dedicate myself, 
my souL and body,, to 
Thy service, that renew- 
ing in my own person 
the solemn vow, promise, 
and profession made for 
me in my Baptism, and 
walking in the way of 
Thy commandments, I 
may attain Thy heavenly 
promises; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 



1, 

O ALMIGHTY and 
everlasting God,hea- 
▼enly Father, I give Thee 
humble thanks, for that 
Thou Rast vouchsafed to 
cait me to the knowledge 
of Thy grace, and faith 
in Thee; Increase this 
knowledge, and confirm 
this faith in me evermore. 
Grant unto me this day 
the gift of Thy Holy 
Spirit, that He may in 
all things direct and rule 
my heart, and that I, who 
cannot do anything that 
is good without Thee, 
may by Thy aid be en- 
abled to live according 
to Thy will; through 
Jiesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 



O ALMIGHTY God, 
Who out of the 
mouth of babes and 
sucklings hast ordained 
strength, mortify and kill 
all vices in me, and so 
strengthen me by Thy 
grace, that by the inno- 
cency of my life, and con- 
stancy of my faith even 
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unto death, I may glorify ' 
Thy holy Name ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 

IV. 

Vfl^en son ninm to i^our 
place sftcr i\t Sis^op 

(on. 

I. 

ALMIGHTY -Tand 
^ merciful God, of 
Whose only gift it cometh 
that Thy faithful people 
do unto Thee true and 
laudable service; grant, 
I beseech Thee, that I 
may be enabled to keep 
the solemn vow, promise, 
and profession ;I harve , 
now publicly taken upon 
me, and may so faithfully 
serve Thee in this life, 
that I fail not finally to ; 
attain Thy heavenly pro- ! 
mises ; through the merits 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 



their trust in Thee, mer- 
cifully accept my prayer ; 
and because through the 
weakness of my mortal 
nature I can do no good 
thing without Thee, grant 
me the help of Thy grace, 
that I may never be 
ashamed to confess the 
faith of Christ crucified, 
but manfully fight under 
His banner, against sin, 
the world, and the devil, 
and continue His faithful 
soldier and servant unto 
my life's end. Amen, 



o 



2. 



GOD, the strength 
of all them that put 



O ALMIGHTY and 
most merciful God, 
Who art a strong Tower 
to them that put their 
trust in Thee, let Thy 
mighty hand, I beseech 
Thee, ever be over me: 
protect me by the power 
of Thy goodness; keep 
this holy Seal of my Con- 
firmation inviolable ; and 
vouchsafe to bring me to 
eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 



-flfl 



JI/HEN trembling at the sacred rail 

We hid our eyes and held our breathy 
Felt Thee how strong^ our hearts how frailt 
And longed to own Thee to the death. 

For ever on our souls be traced 

That blessing deary that dove-like handy 

A sheltering rock in Memory's wastey 
■O'er'ShadGwing all the weary land. 

The Christian Year. 



/ 
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